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The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

October 3 & 4, 2020 
 

What Is God Like? Is God Fair? 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn By Grace I’m Saved 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 384 
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M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord.  

 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  

tender care.  

 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.   
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pg. 6 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. Help us to 

order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Jonah 4:5-11 

God was gracious to Nineveh – and to Jonah. 

 

 Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its 

shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it 

grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about 

the vine. But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. 

When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he 

grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.” 

 But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?” 

 “I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.” 
 But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it 

grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty   
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thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be 

concerned about that great city?” 

 

Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 27 (see pg. 15) 

The LORD is gracious and hears us when we call. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Sunday) The Lord is My Light 

    by Kenneth T. Kosche 

 

 The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? 

 The Lord is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid?  

 

Second Lesson Romans 9:6b-16 

God is merciful and gracious to those he chooses, regardless of their merit or worth. 

 

 For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor because they are his descendants are they 

all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” In 

other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise 

who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed 

time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 

 Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. Yet, before the 

twins were born or had done anything good or bad – in order that God’s purpose in election might 

stand: not by works but by him who calls – she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” Just as it is 

written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! For he says to Moses, 

  “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 

    and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 

It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.  

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 20:1-16 

The landowner is gracious to all his workers – even those hired at the end of the day. 

 

 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to 

work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.  
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 “About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. He 

told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 

 “He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. About the 

eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been 

standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 

 “ ‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

 “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 

 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay 

them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 

 “The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. So when 

those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a 

denarius. When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. ‘These men who were 

hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 

burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 

 “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for 

a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 

Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?’ 

 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) All Praise to God Who Reigns Above 

    setting by Ludwig Lenel 

 

 All praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all creation, 

 The God of wonders, pow’r, and love, the God of our salvation! 

 With healing balm my soul he fills, the God who ev’ry sorrow stills.  

 To God all praise and glory! 

 

 What God’s almighty pow’r hath made his gracious mercy keepeth; 

 By morning dawn or evening shade his watchful eye ne’er sleepeth; 

 Within the kingdom of his might, lo, all is just, and all is right.  

 To God all praise and glory!  
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Hymn of the Day Salvation Unto Us Has Come 

Christian Worship 390 
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Sermon Jonah 4:5-11 

 

God Knows Better 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is,  

   seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

   and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

M: O God, our kind and benevolent Father, we thank and praise you for the many undeserved 

blessings you continually shower upon us. 

 

C: It is only by your grace that we who are by nature sinful can stand fully acceptable in 

your sight. 

 

M: Your grace makes us righteous through the blood of Christ. You sent the Holy Spirit into our 

hearts with the gospel message of forgiveness and caused us to believe it to the salvation of our 

souls. 

 

C: Keep us always mindful of your free and full salvation. Fill our hearts with a living faith 

that cannot be shaken. 

 

M: Through the Holy Spirit, give us grace to follow the example of your love. Enable us to be 

kind and considerate toward others in their individual needs. 

 

C: When faced with opportunities to witness your saving grace to others, give us the words 

to speak so that we do not remain silent. 

 

M: Open our hearts to give generously to the cause of Christian missions so that your gospel of 

grace may be preached throughout the world. 

 

C: Bless us richly with your grace so that our lives may be filled with good works – the fruit 

of the Spirit. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: To you, O heavenly Father, we bring our prayers and praise. May they be acceptable in your 

sight through the sacrifice of your Son, our Savior. 

 

C: We come before you with all that we are and have. Use us for your holy purposes. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight 

 Christian Worship Supplement 756 
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Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 

by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 

guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound 

Christian Worship 379 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Psalm 27 

 
 Hear my voice when I call, O LORD; 

  be merciful to me and answer me. 

 

 Do not hide your face from me, 

  do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper. 

 

 Do not reject me or forsake me, 

  O God my Savior. Refrain 

 

 Though my father and mother forsake me, 

  the LORD will receive me. 

 

 I am still confident of this: 

  I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

 

 Wait for the LORD; 

  be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain   
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Serving at Worship 

 

Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Dr. William Braun, organ (Saturday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 Rachel Wendland, violin 

 

Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by Lyle and Cynthia Haferman in celebration of their 33rd wedding 

anniversary and by Brian and Clare Cleary in celebration of their 42nd wedding anniversary. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• The family and friends of Dorothy Felsing, who went to be with her Lord on Friday, 

September 25, at the age of 92. Her Christian victory service was held Thursday, October 1, at 

St. John’s. 
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Parents’ Preview for October 11 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Glory to God” 
 

After receiving forgiveness in the absolution, the congregation responds by praising the goodness of 

God and his eternal Word in the Gloria. This refrain is based on the song of the angels on the night of 

Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:14. 

 

 

 
  



pg. 18 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“By Grace I’m Saved” Text and tune public domain. 

“Psalm 27” Tune David Haas © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing  

 House 

“The Lord is My Light” Text based on Psalm 27:1. 

“All Praise to God Who Reigns Above” Text public domain. 
 “Salvation Unto Us Has Come” Text and tune public domain. 
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 18 

  

M Romans 13:8-10 Matthew 12:1-8 

T Matthew 15:1-9 Matthew 15:10-20 

W Matthew 17:24-27 Isaiah 1:10-17 

R 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 Galatians 2:11-21 

F Galatians 5:1, 4-6, 13-15 Galatians 6:14-18 

S Amos 5:10-15 Hebrews 4:9-13 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf @sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


